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course. "Well, then, let hostilities continue," replied the
Pasha, "but send my proposals to Constantinople or to Lon-
don." The Consuls would not comply with Mohammed Ali's
request unless he restored the Turkish fleet, and gave them a
guarantee of good faith. The old man was infuriated and
dismissed the Consuls.1

Mohammed Ali could only be made to submit by force of
arms, and England, with Austria to a very small extent, had to
bear the brunt of the fight. The British Ambassador at Con-
stantinople counselled the Porte, on his own responsibility, to
depose Mohammed Ali after having rejected the terms offered
him.

"To continue Mohammed Ali in his government," said
Ponsonby, " is to make proclamation that the Sultan and his
Allies are afraid of Mohammed Ali and it will uphold Moham-
med Ali's most dangerous arm, namely the prestige of his
power. It has been loudly stated here that Mohammed Ali
treats the Allies with mockery; that he laughs at them."2

The way was now clear for action. On August 14 the Allied
squadron consisting of twelve ships of the line had taken a
position off the Syrian coast. Commodore Napier acting
according to his orders, issued his proclamation: "Inhabitants
of the Lebanon 1 I call upon you to rise and throw off the
yoke under which you are groaning."3

Hostilities began towards the middle of September. The
sea supremacy of the Allies told heavily against Ibrahim. His
line of communication with Egypt by sea was cut and Beyrout
was forcibly evacuated. A Turco-European force consisting of
3,500 Turks, 1,500 English marines and 100 Austrians went
on shore to co-operate with the fleet. Haifa and Tyre also fell,
to be followed on November 3 by the fall of the strong fortress
of Acca. Acca was bravely defended by its Egyptian garrison,
and but for the mysterious explosion in the magazines, the
fortress would have resisted for a long time.4

The sudden fall of Acca lowered Mohammed Ali's prestige.
With the Allied fleet dominating the sea, he could not possibly
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